
Alberto Alessi

A true design work must move people,  convey emotions,
bring back memories, surprise,  and go against ... 

Through the history of Italian design thinking, Alessi has always played a major 
role in both designing and producing design objects and in generating major 
collaborations with national and international designers. This twofold challenge 
is fundamental for the creation of cultural design history and for the generation 
of innovative and inventive design objects. The latter is exactly what lies in the 
core of design thinking and only few designers in the globe are able to capture 
these particular characteristics through design objects. Domus Academy through 
the Master in Product Design and in collaboration with Alessi is proud to launch 
the international competition for embedding the acronym of MAI Alessi (read MY), 
which stands for the particular Mission of integrating Art with Industrial production, 

very particular characteristics that are part of Alessi’s DNA.

MASTER IN PRODUCT DESIGN - JANUARY 2017 INTAKE

M.A.I. ALESSI

IN COLLABORATION WITH



BRIEF 
In 2021 Alessi will celebrate one century of producing iconic 
design objects. With this in mind and by keeping the iconicity of 
Alessi’s enterprise, candidates are asked to design an Espresso 
Coffee Maker that better reflects and underlines the company 
values according to the possible technologies that may exist in 
2021. On top of this, the Espresso Coffee Maker most represent 
your cultural heritage in relation to the language of the Italian 
company. “Use casting aluminium material, fabrication and 
mass-production processes as information to simplify and 
amplify the particular elements that make a design object to 
flourish and thus create an impact. The central aim is to design 
an object that instantly become a cult of design.”
 

AUDIENCE 
The competition is open to graduates in design and architecture 
and to people with an appropriate background and professional 
experience in the design field. 

JURY
Projects will be evaluated and selected by members of the 
Faculty of the Master in Product Design at Domus Academy and 
an Alessi’s representative.

REQUIRED MATERIALS
Participants can choose the presentation technique that better 
express their skills (among others, participants can use hand 
sketches, digital illustrations, 3D renderings, etc.)
• A maximum of 5 A3 boards in PDF or TIFF format files. 
• An abstract of the project: maximum 1 A4 page 
• Portfolio of projects
• Detailed curriculum vitae
• Motivation statement
• Copy of Degree Certificate
• Academic Transcripts
• Domus Academy Application Form*

The candidates are asked to send their materials in one sole file in .PDF 
format.
Any further attached material will be considered a plus and will be 
evaluated by the jury.
* Application fee is waived for competition participants.

PRIZES
• One scholarship covering 60% of the total tuition fee of the 
Master Program
• One scholarship covering 50% of the total tuition fee of the 
Master Program
• One scholarship covering 40% of the total tuition fee of the 
Master Program
• Two special mentions covering 20% of the total tuition fee of 
the Master Program 

Prizes will be calculated on the standard tuition fee amounting to 
€28.600 (for non-EU passport holders - matriculation fee is not 
included) and €16.990 (for EU passport holders - matriculation fee is not 
included). 
 

SCHEDULE
The works must be delivered to Domus Academy by and no later 
than September 9th 2016.
Candidates will be informed about the results of the competition 
by e-mail on September 27th 2016.

ENTRY DELIVERY
Projects in digital format must be uploaded to the
following address:
www.competition.domusacademy.com
or sent by e-mail to:
competitions@domusacademy.it 

Paper works must be sent to:
Domus Academy,
M.A.I. Alessi - Competition
Master Program in Product Design
Via Darwin, 20 - 20143 Milan - Italy

When you submit your project, you will receive a confirmation 
within 48 hours that your submission was received.
If you do not receive a confirmation, let us know at: 
competitions@domusacademy.it

ALESSI
Founded in 1921 as a “Workshop for the processing of brass and 
nickel silver sheet metal, with foundry”, Alessi has always stood 
out for the high quality of its products. In almost a century of 
history, the company has gradually evolved to become one of 
the leading “Factories of Italian design”, capable of applying its 
expertise and excellence in design management to many different 
product types. Open to change and international development, 
Alessi at the same time has a strong bond with the traditions and 
cultural background of its area and continues to be synonymous 
with handcrafted objects produced with the help of machines. 
Alessi’s mission is now one of translating its quest for the most 
advanced cultural, aesthetic, design and functional quality 
into mass production. Designer products are the result of the 
constant reconciliation of art and industry, of the “Immensity of 
Creative Potential” and the needs of the market. The company 
is committed to a design approach in which the most advanced 
expression of international creativity is always balanced against 
the desires of the general public. Alessi has been described as 
a “Dream Factory”, which uses its products to make people’s 
dreams come true, providing them with the Art and Poetry that 
they seek.

MASTER PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
Feel. Sketch. Make. We live in a post-industrial era, in which 
the ones who succeed are those with complex and conscious 
competences, and can offer a solid expertise and a significant 
talent. They are the independent designers, capable and dynamic 
minds provided who are able to roam across multiple disciplines. 
The student of the Master in Product Design explores and puts 
into practice the several expression forms of the culture of the 
product and through the gained operational knowledge, matures 
a critical, independent, incisive and informed point of view.
The Master in Product Design at Domus Academy combines 
a prestigious and stimulating education with the contribution 
of specific collaborations with the market, helping students to 
rise in terms of academic training and guidance, assisting and 
contributing to their own learning progress. 
 

ELIGIBILITY
Candidates holding a first-level academic diploma or BA degree, 
or about to graduate within the academic year 2015/16 and with 
a knowledge of the English language (IELTS 5.0 academic or 
equivalent certificate minimum).

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS
• Every moral or authorship right as to the project remains property of 

the author. 

• The projects sent to Domus Academy will not be returned. 

• All the material must be the result of an unpublished work developed 
by the candidate, not to be used in other previous occasions.

• Domus Academy is entitled not to award the scholarship if the projects 
are deemed not to meet the suitable standards defined by the jury. 
The jury will judge at its own discretion and its decision is final.

• The scholarship presented in this public announcement cannot 
be combined with other economic reductions offered by Domus 
Academy.

• The scholarship will be deducted from the balance of the tuition fee.

• The assigned scholarship which will not be confirmed could be 
transferred to the next candidate in the ranking list.

• Participants that will be selected accept that part of their work will be 
published on Websites and/or Social Media channels of the institutions 
involved.

INFORMATION
competitions@domusacademy.it


